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10 July 2026 
 
Dear Applicant 
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Request for Information – NHS North East and North 
Cumbria Integrated Care Board (NENC ICB) 
 
Thank you for your request received on 30 June 2026 for information held by NHS North East and 
North Cumbria Integrated Care Board (the ICB) under the provisions of the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000. The ICB covers the areas of County Durham, Newcastle Gateshead, North 
Cumbria, North Tyneside, Northumberland, South Tyneside, Sunderland, and Tees Valley. 
 
Please find the information you requested on behalf of the ICB as follows. 
 

Your Request 
 
This is a Freedom of Information request. With respect to your organisation: 
 
1. Please provide the date when your medical device (as defined by MHRA, i.e. also including 

relevant software) procurement policy (or policies, if you e.g. have a separate one for medical 
software) was/were last updated. 

2. Please state whether the policy (mentioned in point 1 above) requires that a clinical ethicist 
should be consulted during purchase decisions (if a clinical ethicist is only needs to be 
consulted under certain conditions, please list these). A clinical ethicist is defined as a member 
of your clinical ethics committee (under whatever name it operates in your organisation, but 
this does not include research ethics committees) or an academic with a dedicated post in 
ethics or a permanent staff member explicitly employed to provide clinical ethics support. 

3. If the policy requires ethical issues to be considered during such devise purchase decisions, 
but not via input of a clinical ethicist as defined above, please state the mechanisms in place 
for fulfilling that requirement. 

4. Please state whether you had clinical ethicist (as defined above) involvement in the purchase 
of any clinical artificial intelligence applications irrespective of whether this is mandated by your 
policy. 
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Our Response 
 
1. NHS North East and North Cumbria ICB has a procurement policy, however this is not specific 

to medical devices. It covers procurement of all goods, services and healthcare services.  The 
policy was last updated in March 2026 and is available on the ICB's website: icbp033-
procurement-policy-6.pdf 

2. The policy covers procurements for range of goods and services and is not specifically for 
medical devices. 
 
In accordance with our duty under s.16 of the FOIA to provide reasonable advice and 
assistance to an individual requesting information, we have provided the FOI contacts for those 
foundation trusts in the North East and North Cumbria region who may hold the information 
you are seeking.  
 

NENC Acute Hospital FTs Email/Online portal 

County Durham and Darlington NHS FT cdda-tr.cddftfoi@nhs.net  

Gateshead Health NHS FT  ghnt.foi.enquiries@nhs.net 

North Cumbria Integrated Care NHS FT foirequest@cumbria.nhs.uk  

North Tees and Hartlepool NHS FT nth-tr.foi@nhs.net  

Northumbria Healthcare NHS FT  foi@northumbria.nhs.uk  

South Tees Hospitals NHS FT  stees.foi.admin@nhs.net  

South Tyneside and Sunderland NHS FT  stsft@infreemation.co.uk 

The Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS FT https://www.newcastle-
hospitals.nhs.uk/help/foi/ 

 
3. Individual procurement requirements are considered as and when there is a need to run a 

procurement process on a particular product or service. The procurement strategy and process 
would include involvement with a range of relevant subject matter experts. 

4. Please refer to the response to question 2. 
 
In accordance with the Information Commissioner’s directive on the disclosure of information 
under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 your request will form part of our disclosure log.  
Therefore, a version of our response which will protect your anonymity will be posted on the NHS 
ICB website https://northeastnorthcumbria.nhs.uk/. 
 
If you have any queries or wish to discuss the information supplied, please do not hesitate to 
contact me on the above telephone number or at the above address. 
 
If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request and wish to 
request a review of our decision, you should write to the Information Governance Manager using 
the contact details at the top of this letter quoting the appropriate reference number.  
 
If you are not content with the outcome your review, you do have the right of complaint to the 
Information Commissioner as established by section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
Generally, the Information Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the 
ICB's complaints procedure. 
 
The Information Commissioner can be contacted at Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe 
House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or www.ico.org.uk. 
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Any information we provide following your request under the Freedom of Information Act will not 
confer an automatic right for you to re-use that information, for example to publish it. If you wish to 
re-use the information that we provide and you do not specify this in your initial application for 
information then you must make a further request for its re-use as per the Re-Use of Public Sector 
Information Regulations 2015 www.legislation.gov.uk. This will not affect your initial information 
request. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

Information Governance Support Officer 
 
Information Governance Support Officer 
North East and North Cumbria Integrated Care Board 
 


