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	Lesson 4: The Role of an NHS Radiologist (Key Stage 1)
 
	Notes/Reasonable Adjustments 

	Key Question 
	To introduce the role of a radiologist and help children understand how imaging helps doctors diagnose and treat patients.

	

	Learning Objective
	I can describe the role of a radiologist working in the NHS 
	

	Success Criteria 
	 By the end of the lesson, children will be able to:
· Explain who a radiologist is and what they do.
· Recognise basic types of medical images (e.g., x-rays, ultrasounds).
· Understand why taking pictures inside the body is helpful for doctors.
· Create their own version of an x-ray using art materials.

	

	Resources Needed 

	· Black paper
· White chalk or paint
· Cotton swabs or paintbrushes
· Real or printed x-ray images for reference

	

	Starter/Retrieval
	· Recap previous roles (NHS chef and gardener) and how they help people feel better.
· Ask: "What happens when someone is hurt inside their body where we can't see? How do doctors find out what's wrong?"
· Introduce the radiologist: "Radiologists are special doctors who take pictures of the inside of our bodies to help other doctors understand what’s going on."
· Operation Ouch - What is RADIOLOGY? | X-RAYS | Science for Kids | @OperationOuch
· May also want to consider Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells NHS Foundation Trust Radiology recruitment video  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4SZMHkrn-GI (cut to suit the audience)

	

	Main Activity 
	· Show simple images of x-rays and ultrasounds (e.g., hand, foot, or skull).
· Let children guess which body parts they see.
· Explain that radiologists use machines (like x-ray machines and ultrasound scanners) to safely take these pictures without opening the body.
· Discuss how images help find broken bones or check if someone’s organs are working properly.
Key Questions:
· "What do you notice in this x-ray?"
· "Why do you think it’s helpful to see inside the body?"
· "How might this help the patient and the doctor?"

Hands-On Activity (20 minutes) – Create Your Own 'X-Ray':
· Children trace their hands or feet on black paper.
· Use white chalk or white paint with cotton swabs to draw bones inside the traced outline.
· Compare drawings with real x-ray images and discuss similarities.
· Encourage creativity while ensuring children understand the basic concept of bones inside their body.

	

	Plenary/Assessment of Learning 
	· Ask children to hold up their 'x-rays' and explain what they drew.
· Discuss: "Why is it important for doctors to see inside our bodies?" and "How do radiologists help people feel better?"
· Reinforce the idea that radiologists work behind the scenes to keep us healthy.

Assessment & Evidence of Learning:
· Verbal Responses: Participation in discussions and ability to answer questions about the radiologist's role.
· Practical Work: Completion of the x-ray art activity showing understanding of bones inside the body.
· Reflection: Children can explain in simple terms how a radiologist helps people.
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